
Reutilization program answers
call for laptops in Afghanistan,
Kuwait
By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

When CWO 2 Brian Mushet of
101st Airborne found himself in Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan, without the com-
puter equipment necessary  to do his
job, he knew exactly who to call.

“Brian e-mailed us in February, in
desperate need of computers and
printers,” Gloria Lang, a contractor
supply specialist with the Reutiliza-
tion and School Donation Program at
Redstone, said. “Soldiers overseas are
No. 1 on our priority list. We shipped
three laptops and three printers out
within two days and they had the
equipment within a week.”

In appreciation, Mushet sent an
American flag that had been flown
over the Kandahar Army Airfield.

“I thought it was very nice that he
took the time to do that,” Lang said.

The flag, along with a picture of it
flying over the airfield in
Afghanistan, will be displayed at the
Garrison headquarters. 

But this wasn’t the first time the
reutilization team came to the rescue
for Mushet.

“I found out about the program
through a course I took at Fort Ruck-
er,” he said. “I never tried to research
the web site until we found out that we
were deploying. We normally make do
with what we have which isn’t much at
the lower levels sometimes.

“I researched all the surrounding
states through the web site since it
would be easy to fly there and pick
anything up. I am stationed out of
Fort Bragg, N.C. I finally made con-
tact with Gloria two months prior to
deployment and ever since then, she
is the only person I deal with. She
understood my predicament and was
always willing to hold stuff that she
thought we might like.”

Mushet received at different times,
two shipments of five laptops and one 

See Laptops on page 10
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Housing area residents
getting new quarters 

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

Patty Snell didn’t wait for the movers to
get all her household goods inside the
quarters before she started unloading the
kitchen boxes.

“I couldn’t wait,” she said, stacking the
dishwasher with plates and glasses, leav-
ing her husband and three sons to take care
of getting the rest of the belongings off the
truck and in the house. “We’re really excit-
ed about the new house. It’s absolutely
beautiful. They are the nicest quarters
we’ve lived in during the 13 years in the
military, including off post.”

SSgt. Michael Snell, with his wife and
three sons, Caleb, 11, Joshua, 10, and
Stephen 4, spent the past three and half
years living in apartments, most of the
time in Germany. The family arrived at

See Moving on page 9

Tearing down, building up, moving in

Excess computers
deployed to units

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
MOVING IN— The Snell brothers, Stephen, 4, Caleb, 11 and Joshua, 10, help
movers unload their belongings. SSgt. Michael and Patty Snell, with their sons,
moved into new quarters on Dyer Circle.
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Photo by Claus Martel/Historical Office

Big paint job
Workers are repainting the Hermes missile at the
corner of Airport Road and Memorial Parkway for
the 50th anniversary of when the Hermes first went
on display in public. The Hermes was shown in
Huntsville on May 14, 1953. The Hermes being
repainted was erected at this site July 22, 1956 by
Maj. Gen. Holger Toftoy and Maj. Gen. John Medaris.
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Department of Defense civilians
beware!  If our leadership in the
DoD gets its way, your job securi-

ty may be in serious jeopardy. I just fin-
ished glancing over 207 pages of a DoD
request to the House and Senate to enact
a bill titled, “The Defense Transforma-
tion for the 21st Century Act.” A better
title might have been, “Congress, If You
Are This Dumb, We Have Some Swamp
Land In Florida For You.” 

Under the pretense of national securi-
ty, DoD is asking for carte blanche
authority to do whatever it wants, when-
ever it wants to whoever it wants. The
“Act” abolishes and/or waives decades
of legislation as it pertains to the DoD.
Depot commercialization is a likely out-
come due to rewrite of 50/50 laws,
A76/commercialization studies will no
longer really be necessary to contract out
your jobs as “cost” consideration is
replaced by best value, solely deter-
minable (probably delegated) by the sec-
retary of defense, and protections under
Title 10 (merit protection/legal recourse)
are no longer applicable to DoD employ-

ees. Best yet, the GS system, complete
with step and yearly schedule increases
and Title 10 protections, will be replaced
by a “National Security Demonstration
Project” which is yet to be defined but
under the sole final discretion of the
SECDEF vice the OPM. The SECDEF
will listen to employee and union input
(national not local level) but can choose
at his sole discretion what to
accept/reject. Not only does the DoD
want to be exempt from the laws that
apply to everyone else, they propose to
not even report to Congress on most
issues anymore.   

While Sept. 11th has necessitated a
more vigilant society, I for one do not
see the need to ignore the Constitution
and the existing three branches of gov-
ernment by setting up a fourth to be
known as the DoD under the guise of
national security. I intend to contact my
representatives in the House and Senate
over this absurd proposal. You may want
to do the same.

Michael Ayres
TMDE Activity

Greg Wilson,
DoD civilian
“I think it’s a
very good
idea. We get
to see the
war up close
and I like it.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.
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this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
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We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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What do you think of embedding reporters to
cover the war?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Concerned about job security

An open lane random survey

2nd Lt. William
Smith
“For someone in
the military it isn’t
that informative.
It’s interesting for
what the individ-
ual troops are
going through,
but as far as actu-
al movements

and strategic operations, it’s not.”

Gary Ellis, vendor

“I think President
Bush was very
smart to do this.
Saddam Hussein
has tried to manip-
ulate the media
from the start.
Bush just beat him at his own game.”

Letters to the editor

O.D. Green,
contractor
“I think it’s
great. It’s nice
to be able to
get real time
news from the
front lines.”

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

April 26 at 3:10 a.m. — A soldier was
stopped at gate 9 and found to be driving
under the influence of alcoholic bever-
ages. The soldier was transported to the
Provost Marshal Office and after testing,
was released to his unit. He was charged
with driving under the influence.

April 26 at 3:10 a.m. — A military
family member was stopped at gate 9. An
inspection of his vehicle revealed the
presence of marijuana. The subject was
issued a DD Form 1805 requiring him to
appear in the U.S. Magistrate Court. The
subject was processed and released.

April 26 at 4:50 p.m. — Officers of the
Provost Marshal Office stopped an indi-
vidual who failed to stop at gate 10. He
was found to be operating a motor vehicle
without a driver’s license or proof of lia-
bility insurance. The individual was cited
and released for trespassing, no driver’s
license, and lack of insurance and escort-
ed from Redstone Arsenal. 

April 27 at 9:20 p.m. – A soldier was

apprehended in a Redstone Arsenal hous-
ing area after he had shouted obscenities
toward a military family neighbor.  

April 28 at 3:58 a.m. — A Huntsville
resident was stopped at gate 9. An inspec-
tion of his vehicle revealed the presence
of marijuana. He was also operating his
vehicle with a suspended drivers license
and was issued two DD Form 1805s and
escorted from Redstone Arsenal.  

April 29 at 8 a.m. — A retired military
member reported that person(s) unknown
damaged his recreational vehicle, which
was located in the storage area on Mauler
Road.

April 30 at 2:30 a.m. — An out of state
resident stopped at gate 9 and requested

See Reports on page 3

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences

 

My journey to Redstone Arsenal
started with a call from my
commander on Feb. 26, notify-

ing me of my activation in five days
from an Army Reserve status to active
duty. The Army was sending three of us
from our Reserve unit (4208th USAH) in
Lexington, Ky., to Redstone Arsenal to
fill slots left empty by deployed person-
nel. We spent three days at our Reserve
unit, and then proceeded to Fort Knox
for six days of in-processing. We arrived
here March 11. 

Right off the bat, I knew that this was
not your typical Army post, when the
first building I saw was the golf club!
Then sitting next door and perched up on
a gentle hill, was an attractive two-story
building — Fox Army Health Center.
This was a very favorable first impres-
sion. Experiences in the past two months
have repeatedly reinforced this percep-
tion of Fox Army Health Center and
Redstone Arsenal.

Redstone Arsenal seems to have been
a well-kept secret, for many of us. I had
never heard of it before my Reserve
commander told me I was being sent
here. This Army post is a delight, com-
pared to quite a few other previous and
more austere annual training sites. It has

a unique and interesting history. At the
opposite end of the post, about 11 miles
from the golf course, is a beautiful recre-
ational spot on the Tennessee River. The
adjacent city of Huntsville seems to have
the advantages of a good-sized city with
a small town friendly flavor. An added
attraction is the Space and Rocket Cen-
ter, which is a definite drawing card
when I am encouraging family and
friends to come visit.  

Right now there are seven activated
Reservists at Fox: one physician, one
staff registered nurse, three nurse practi-
tioners, one lab officer and one lab tech.
We are from Arizona, Illinois, Ohio, Ken-
tucky, North Carolina and even Alabama.
Col. Steven Klamerus, the commander of
FAHC, and all the staff have gone out of
their way to welcome us, with smiles,
greetings, friendly assistance, tours and
luncheons. All of us have duty assign-
ments at Fox. They have put us to work,
and made us feel like part of the team.
Eventually, the activated Reservists will
go home, but we will take back favorable
and friendly impressions of Redstone
Arsenal and its community.

Lt. Col. Marilyn Allen
Fox Army Health Center

Nurse has good first impression
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Panoply kids make cards
with messages for troops
By KIM GILLESPIE 
For the Rocket

Panoply kids not only support the arts,
they also support the troops. 

This year’s Panoply Arts Festival,
sponsored by the Arts Council Inc.,
included a “make your own greeting card”
booth that allowed youngsters to make
patriotic, hospital, and Mother’s and
Father’s Day cards. The result was more
than 450 cards designed by local children
in support of the military. 

Panoply Arts Festival is an annual com-
munity event featuring performances,
demonstrations and hand-on activities pro-
moting all art forms. It is free to the pub-
lic; and any donations received are used to
fund art education programs and events for
local children. This year’s April 25-27
event drew more than 90,000 visitors.

“Huntsville is really a unique commu-
nity. Most people would not link the arts
with the military,” Jo Ann Henderson,
director of Panoply 2003, said. “Redstone
Arsenal has so many close ties to the
community, it’s only natural that they
would also be tied to Panoply.” 

The idea for the cards came during the
planning stages for this year’s Panoply.
While plans for a performance by an
Army band were canceled because of the
band’s deployment, Panoply officials
offered to let kids make cards for troops.

“The paper, glue, and other decorations
for the cards were all donated, and we set

up an area in our ‘Stamp It’ booth for patri-
otic card-making,” Henderson said. “It
was probably the most popular topic for
the kids’ cards, and they really put some
time and effort into what they created.” 

Messages on the cards included senti-
ments like “Thank you for fighting for
freedom,” “We support our troops,” and
longer, more personal letters.  

Although mailing restrictions prevent
the cards from being sent to deployed
troops, the cards are being displayed for
soldiers at Redstone. “It is just as impor-
tant to support our troops here at home as
it is to support deployed troops,” Hender-
son said.  

The Sparkman Center’s building 5300
has a large display of the cards in the first
floor corridor. Smaller displays using the

cards are being created for other offices.  
In addition to the cards for the troops,

garrison commander Col. Bob Devlin
opened the Showcase Stage. 

“This is the second year in a row that
we have had a Redstone commander open
our main stage (last year AMCOM com-

mander Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen opened
the Showcase Stage). We hope that tradi-
tion continues,” Henderson said.

Photos of the card-making for troops
and the display of cards can be viewed at
http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs
/code/pan.html.  

Local arts festival draws patriotic crowd

Photo by Kim Gillespie
MESSAGE BOARD— Maj. Kevin Zurmuehlen reads some of the cards for troops
created by kids attending Panoply.

Photo by Kim Gillespie
STARS IN PLACE— Devin Preyer, 6,
aligns the stars on his card for the
troops.

Hundreds help celebrate
Month of Military Child

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

Bigger, busier and better than ever is how
some described Child and Youth Services block
party April 26.

“We were a little worried about having it the
same weekend of Panoply,” Myra Garriott,
CYS director, said. “But everything went great.
We had about 600 people come and we’ve got-
ten really positive feedback.”

The block party has become a tradition over
the past decade, the culminating event of the
Month of the Military Child, to celebrate and
honor military families. Two slide bounces and
a boxing ring, complete with soldier referees
and oversized boxing gloves were the high-
lights on the west side of the party at the Youth
Center grounds, along with face painting and
carnival games like bean bag toss, ball throws
and the duck pond. 

“I really like this golfing,” Sarah Macedo-
nia, 11, said, while lining up a putt on the
miniature golf greens, near the food tent.

See Party on page 8

Community has a blast at block party

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
ROARING GOOD TIME— Elizabeth Harrison,
daughter of Lt. Col. Tom and Suzi Harrison,
takes on the tiger slide. 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
PICTURE PERFECT— Child Development Center clerk Deborah Wal-
lace shares her artistry with Alicia Bryant, 12. 
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2 Announcements

Philippines). Spencer’s is also
making a layette gift available to
the widows of military members
killed at the Pentagon who have
since delivered their babies. For
more information call Debbie
Jones at Spencer’s (336) 789-
9111, ext. 272, or Dessie John-
son at the local Red Cross chap-
ter 536-0084. 

PX manager
Be sure to stop by the Post
Exchange May 17 from 11-noon
to meet Kim Sumpter, general
manager, and Montina Hoefle,
operations manager. Take a few
moments to visit and ask any
questions you might have about
the PX.

Military spouse day
The Post Exchange will honor
military spouses Friday on Mili-
tary Spouse Appreciation Day.
The first 50 customers will
receive a special gift from the
PX. There will be giveaways
every 10 minutes, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., including watches,
clock radios, perfume and
cologne gift sets, hand bags, and
a $50 shopping certificate, to
name just a few. “Join us for
complimentary cake and Godiva
coffee,” a prepared release said.
“Vendors will be on hand to
demonstrate their products:
Godiva, Vitamix, JVC and
Brita.” There will also be free
make-over consultations. A
demonstration of the Vitamix
Total Nutrition Center at the
Post Exchange is May 9-18. 

Amusement park offer
Anheuser-Busch will give free
single-day admission to its Sea-
World, Busch Gardens and
Sesame Place parks to active
duty military, active reservists,
U.S. Coast Guard, National
Guardsmen and up to four of
their direct dependents, begin-
ning May 23, the Friday of
Memorial Day weekend, and
concluding Veterans Day, Nov.
11. The offer also has been
extended to all coalition forces
serving with U.S. troops in
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“Operation Salute” will give free
admission at Busch Gardens
Tampa Bay; Busch Gardens
Williamsburg; SeaWorld Orlan-
do; SeaWorld San Diego; Sea-
World San Antonio; and Sesame
Place in Langhorne, Pa. Contact
any of the aforementioned parks
for admission details. 

Mooresville festival
Mooresville will hold its bienni-
al walking tour and festival Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
event will feature historic dis-
plays and activities for adults
and children, artisans demon-
strating and selling 19th century
crafts, art displays and sales,
“country fair” food, two open
houses, and living history inter-

preters. Funds generated from
the day will benefit historic
restoration for the town, particu-
larly for the “Brick Church,”
built in 1839. A centerpiece of
this year’s festival will be the
unveiling of the “Heavenward
Hand” that will replace the orig-
inal hand that once topped the
steeple of the church. Another
attraction for this year is a gar-
dening area where English box-
woods, antique roses and other
perennials will be for sale.
Admission to the festival is $5
for everyone over age 6. Chil-
dren 6 and under are admitted
free. Military members in uni-
form will receive a $1 discount.
To get to Mooresville, go west
on I-565 and take the
Mooresville exit (exit 2). Go left
(south) on Mooresville Road.
For more information call
Kathryn Price, festival chair-
man, (256) 353-4406.

Mother’s Day brunch
The entire Redstone community
is invited to the Mother’s Day
Brunch, Sunday from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the Officers and Civil-
ians Club. Advance ticket sales
only; adult members $16.95,
adult non-members $18.95, chil-
dren ages 7-11 $7.95 and chil-
dren 6 and under eat free. Call
830-2582 for tickets.

Bingo at Challenger
Challenger activity center will
have Mother’s Day bingo Sun-
day, where Mom gets a carna-
tion, and everyone gets a free
game pack along with an extra
game. The games start at 1:45
p.m. Armed Forces Day bingo is
May 17, featuring one extra
game and a free game pack to
everyone; games begin at 5:45
p.m. Challenger bingo is open to
the entire Redstone community
age 19 years and older. Call 837-
0750/0751 for details.      

Prayer breakfast
The next Nondenominational
Prayer Breakfast hosted by the
Integrated Materiel Management
Center is  May 20 at 7:30 a.m. in
the Sparkman Center, room
8124 (conference room). No
food or drink will be served, but
you may bring your own. Every-
one is invited. For more infor-
mation, call Clifton Canady 876-
1587. 

Astronomical society
Von Braun Astronomical Soci-
ety’s Les Johnson will present
“Exploring the Solar System,”
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at the
Wernher Von Braun Planetarium
in Monte Sano State Park. For
non-members, admission is $3
for adults and $2 for children 12
and under. Weather permitting, a
star party, using the big VBAS
telescopes, will follow. For
information call Mitzi Adams
(256) 961-7626.


