
Potential suppliers 
apply on computer 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Wouldn’t you rather answer up to five
questions on computer than sort through 26
pages of instructions?

That’s the idea behind a new automated
process for prospective suppliers of avia-
tion spare and repair parts. The Compre-
hensive Automated Process for Source
Approval Request went online in May to
replace a paper process.

“It should be more efficient, faster, lean-
er and easier to track,” Victor Kerns, alter-
nate competition advocate and an engineer
in the Competition Management Office,
said.

The process represents a joint effort
between the Research Development and
Engineering Center’s industrial operations
division, the Aviation Engineering Direc-
torate, the Competition Management
Office and the Acquisition Center. The
University of Alabama in Huntsville’s Sys-
tems Management and Production Center,
under contract with the aviation engineer-

ing directorate to provide information tech-
nology services and expertise, developed
CAPSAR.

‘We feel like this is going
to be an excellent way to
strengthen the industrial
base to improve the
readiness of the fleet.’

— Dr, Gary Maddux
UAH systems management 
and production center

“It’s going really well,” Dr. Gary Mad-
dux, director of the UAH systems manage-
ment and production center, said. “We’ve
already got users that have logged onto the
system and started using it and we’re get-
ting positive feedback.”

The paper method, with its 26 pages of
instruction, was “somewhat confusing to
the user,” he said. The center staffers devel-
oped the logic so computer users would
instead answer up to five yes-or-no ques-
tions. “That’s a pretty big advantage,”
Maddux said. “We feel like this is going to
be an excellent way to strengthen the

industrial base to improve the readiness of
the fleet.”

The Aviation and Missile Command
receives from 25-30 requests monthly for
aviation spare parts source approval. Patti
McCann, an aerospace engineer in the avi-
ation engineering directorate, serves as the
command’s focal point for approval.

“Time management, for sure,” she said
of the benefits of the automated process. “I
think it’s going to make it a lot more pro-
ductive. I think it’s going to reduce the
amount of time it takes to review a pack-
age. And we’re moving toward 100 percent
paperless. Several offices will be able to
review a package at the same time.”

A link to the CAPSAR program is available
on the competition management office’s web
site at http://www.redstone.army.mil/cmo.

“This is strictly an aviation program
right now,” Sharon Blackwell, a procure-
ment analyst in the competition manage-
ment office, said. “Missile to follow.”

The competition management office
staffers encourage giving all qualified
potential contractors the opportunity to do
business with the government and to com-
pete with others on an equal basis. “It
assures the government gets a good price,” 
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10th Mountain Division platoon
training on surveillance balloon

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The soldiers from 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, Fort Drum, N.Y., didn’t know what
they were getting into.

They’re receiving training June 2-26 at
Test Area 1 on the Army’s air defense sur-
veillance balloon. The Rapid Aerostat Ini-
tial Deployment version of the Joint Land
Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated
Netted Sensor System is the first JLENS
equipment to be fielded. It has been
deployed in Afghanistan since early April
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

The 10 soldiers, most Sentinel radar
operators, are the first JLENS trainees
from their unit. They’ve learned fast.

“The training’s been good,” 2nd Lt.
Casey Parsons, the early warning platoon
leader from 3-62 Air Defense Artillery, 

See Balloon on page 9

Balloon goes up for Fort Drum soldiers

Aviation parts contracting going paperless

Courtesy photo
AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM— Soldiers from the 10th Mountain Division work on the
Rapid Aerostat Initial Deployment system which provides surveillance for air
defense. 
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Sgt. Mark Vance
“‘Black Hawk Down.’ You
realize in the movie that
you should always be pre-
pared for what you’re up
against and in the movie
they weren’t prepared for
what they faced.”
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What is your favorite war movie?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

An open lane random survey

Spec. Blake Hood
“I like
‘Saving
Private
Ryan’
because
they did-
n’t even
know the
soldier
but they risked their
lives to save him.”

Spec. Robert Cleghorn
“‘We
Were Sol-
diers’
because I
feel like it
showed
the fami-
ly side of
the mili-
tary.”

Letters to the editor

Rosie Douglas,
DoD civilian
“‘The
Tuskegee Air-
men’ because
I think it’s
important for
all people to
learn what

they did for their country. I
think it’s a valuable tool for
the young people of today
to know about them and let
them strive and keep going
for what they believe in.”

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

June 6 — A military reservist reported
that while at an off-post location, his mili-
tary identification card was taken from his
secured vehicle. The incident was reported
to the Huntsville Police Department.

June 7 — Police officers from the
Provost Marshal Office at the Post
Exchange arrested a family member after
evidence revealed that he had taken a Play
Station game without rendering proper
payment. Investigation continues by the
Provost Marshal Office.

June 9 — A Redstone resident report-
ed that while he was on vacation that per-
sons unknown damaged the side door to
his quarters. Investigation continues by
the Provost Marshal Office.

June 9 — A Sparkman Center employ-
ee reported that an unknown person
removed money from her unsecured purse
which was left in her desk. Investigation
continues by the Provost Marshal Office.

June 9 — A Sparkman Center employ-
ee reported that an unknown person
removed money from her unsecured
purse. The victim also reported that she
had discovered a fellow employee stand-
ing near her purse with money in her pos-
session.  Investigation continues by the
Provost Marshal Office.

June 9 — A Redstone Arsenal employ-
ee reported that she has been receiving
harassing e-mail and telephone calls from
her ex-husband at her workplace.   Investi-
gation continues by the Provost Marshal
Office.

June 9 — A Redstone Arsenal employ-
ee reported that persons unknown
removed a painting, valued at several
thousands of dollars, from his work area.
Investigation continues by the Provost
Marshal Office.

June 10 — A Redstone Arsenal con-
tractor reported that persons unknown
removed two Redmax weed eaters from
an unsecured tool crib. Investigation con-
tinues by the Provost Marshal Office.

June 11 — A person reporting to Gate
9 to escort an individual onto Redstone
Arsenal during an inspection time was
found to be operating his motor vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license. He was
issued a DD Form 1805 and released.

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences

 

Iwould like to thank SSgt. Eric Loar
and the men in the NCO Academy for
helping us at Williams Elementary

School with the school beautification proj-
ect. Sergeant Loar arranged to bring an
NCO group in March and also a group in
May. I can’t tell you how much they have
assisted students, parents and teachers
with numerous projects around the entire
school, and especially the “Big Backyard.”

Since our school is the home of an
award-winning wildlife sanctuary and
outdoor classroom (Big Backyard), there
are a number of areas that need to be
maintained and revised. Many times par-
ents and children come to a Saturday
workday to help get a project started.
The soldiers that came on the two work-
days helped to do projects in all three of
the areas mentioned: maintaining, revis-
ing and helping to start new projects.

NCO soldiers worked alongside other
military parents (since we serve the Red-
stone population) and children, and
helped to make both times you came (in

March and in May) wonderful communi-
ty workdays. Since the soldiers were
going to come to our school to help,
many families made special homemade
treats for the soldiers. All of us are grate-
ful to the soldiers primarily for serving
our country, but especially appreciate
that they would come to our school on a
Saturday morning to help us. That really
says a lot!

Thanks to the NCO soldiers and to
Sergeant Loar for picking up the mulch
at the Botanical Garden, moving mulch,
getting the wisteria to grow up the wall,
moving rocks on the kindergarten play-
ground, planting plants, painting signs,
planting trees, installing a fountain, and
attaching a birdhouse, etc.

On behalf of our school, I would like
to thank Sergeant Loar and the NCO sol-
diers again for coming to our school. We
sure appreciate all of your help!

Patti Lovejoy McKee
Williams teacher

NCOs help elementary school Native Huntsvillian
notes changing times

By CRAIG WYSOCK 
Staff writer
CWysock7@aol.com

Don’t you miss the good old days?
No, I’m not talking about the end of

World War II, nor am I talking about the
ceasefires in the conflicts in Korea or Viet-
nam. Heck, I’m not even making reference
to the first few days after the Cold War.
Those were before my time and all I know
about them is what I have heard or read. 

What I am talking about, however, is that
moment in time that followed the first war in
the Persian Gulf. Things were just a little
more relaxed and laid back a decade ago
than they are now.

I have lived in Huntsville all my life
(except for those four-month vacations I take
to Tuscaloosa twice a year) and I can
remember the days when getting on to the
Arsenal took about as much effort as cross-
ing the state line. 

My club soccer team used to practice
twice a week on post and I distinctly remem-
ber riding by the gates every time and occa-
sionally I would ask my parents what they
were for (in my 11-year-old mind, I saw no
purpose for them). My parents would usual-
ly say something like, “Oh, they’re there in
case something happens and the folks on the
Arsenal have to start checking everyone
coming in.”

I found it odd that the couple of years
after the first war of my lifetime did not war-
rant “something happening.” But I shrugged
it off and never thought about it again until
just last week when I started working for the
Rocket.

Getting on post took more effort than
crossing the border (i.e. Canada or Mexico),
and I needed just about every bit of paper-
work that normally just sits in my glove box
collecting dust. Oh
yeah, and the guards
making sure I was legit-
imate instilled just a bit of fear into me. Keep
in mind, I do see some pretty big guys down
at the University of Alabama, but none of
them tote large guns on their shoulders and
bark orders at me. 

I am sure I will be desensitized to it after a
few weeks, but in all honesty, that first trip to
the gate was a world of difference from riding
through the same one 10 years ago. It is funny
how things evolve over time.

I am not complaining about the new pro-
cedures, though. All I am saying is that I
miss the days when I really did not know
why such a thing was needed. Being naïve
was quite different than the feeling I get
every time I get checked now. 

It might inconvenience some people, but
can anyone actually win the argument that
the extra five minutes (at max) is not worth
ensuring just a bit more safety? 
Having your bags checked umpteen times at
the airport might be worth arguing, but that
is a different story all together. 

So be pleasant to the guards, even if you
do win the “strip-search” lottery (your car
that is). They are just doing their job so that
you can do yours in a safe, peaceful environ-
ment. 

And remember the good old days, but
also take notice of the fact that those days are
gone and these new procedures help prevent
“something” from happening. I know I will.

Oh yeah, if anyone finds it humorous to
read a column about the good old days by a
20-year-old intern, feel free to laugh. There
is nothing wrong with a good chuckle.

Extra minutes at gates worthwhile

Commentary
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