
Military honors team
stays on call for duty

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

On behalf of a grateful nation, the staff sergeant pre-
sented a folded flag to the widow as family members cried
softly.

This culminated the funeral for Dr. John Moorman, a
Huntsville physician and World War II veteran, April 21 at
Maple Hill Cemetery. The scene is often repeated by mem-
bers of the Redstone Military Honors Team for area veter-
ans and military retirees.

The seven-member team did 36 funerals in January, 39
in February, 50 in March and this was the 20th in April. It
has done as many as six in one day. 

Most of the soldiers on this year-long assignment are
permanent-party members of Delta Company. 

“We also use (advanced individual training) soldiers
from Bravo Company,” SSgt. Maurice Conner of Delta
Company, the team’s NCO-in-charge, said. “We mainly use
them on weekends because they have classes during the
week. Without them helping us on the weekends, we prob-
ably wouldn’t have been able to make all those funerals.

“We cover all of northern Alabama and southern Ten-
nessee, all the way out to the borders, all the way out to

See Team on page 6
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Purple Heart, Bronze Star
awarded posthumously
By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

CWO 2 Scott Jamar’s Black Hawk hel-
icopter crashed under the cover of dark-
ness in the desert of central Iraq April 2.
There were no survivors.

Comfort for Jamar’s family comes in
knowing that Scott died doing what he
loved to do, for a country he cherished, in
the name of liberty.

“Scott was a pilot. He was a good sol-
dier — well trained,” family member
Eddie Allen said. “He told his mother that
he knew that he had to be there, that this
was why he was in the Army.”

Jamar, 32, joined the Army after gradu-
ating high school in Sweetwater, Texas. He
spent several years serving as a flight engi-
neer and crew member for the Army’s CH-
47 Chinook helicopter. In 2001, Jamar
attended flight school at Fort Rucker and
realized his dream, to pilot Army Black
Hawks.

See Pilot on page 5

Black Hawk pilot gives life in Iraq

Giving veterans last respect for serving country

Courtesy photo
FAMILY MAN— CWO 2 Scott Jamar spends time with his two sons, Kyle, 7, and
Brennan,  5. He died in a helicopter crash April 2.
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Page 14

Helping hands

Your viewpoints
on Iraq timetable

Page 2

Survey says

Former POWs
return to Bliss

Page 8

World events

Photo by Skip Vaughn
SOLEMN EVENT— SSgt. Maurice Conner walks past the casket dur-
ing the funeral at Maple Hill Cemetery.
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Our nation is engaged in a global
war against terrorism and in a war
to free the Iraqi people. Our

armed forces achieved a major victory in
Iraq showing America’s resolve. We will
hold a victory celebration for them at the
Joe Davis Stadium on Friday beginning
at 6:30 p.m. We are keeping in mind that
American armed forces are still fighting
on many foreign lands defending these
same convictions and preserving the
American way of life.

The North Alabama Veterans and Fra-
ternal Coalition has invited Alabama
family members who have lost loved
ones while fighting this battle against
terrorism to this event for presentation of
gold star banners, a significant symbol
provided those who lost a loved one in
the service to our nation. 

We also are inviting spouses and fam-
ilies of military active, National Guard,
and reserve military and DoD civilians to
be recognized at the event. There will be
a baseball game between the Chat-
tanooga Lookouts and the Huntsville
Stars that evening which will be preced-
ed and followed by a program with
music, spectacular fireworks, and a large
audience participation program. We are
estimating more than 9,000 spectators
that evening with a lot of media atten-
tion. 

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic due to generous benefactors who
defrayed these expenses. 

This event is an opportunity to show
citizen support for the effort by our
armed forces to preserve our way of life
and support freedom for all mankind.
Civilian attendees are asked to wear red,
white or blue tops and bring small Amer-
ican flags, as the event will be video-
taped so the proceedings will be shown
to our troops overseas. Military are
encouraged to wear their uniform.

Guests invited to participate in the
program are Alabama Governor Bob
Riley, Redstone Arsenal’s AMCOM
commander Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen,
federal and state senators and congress-
men, and other legislatures.

The organizers applaud the generosity
of the Huntsville Stars management for
opening their facilities and permitting
this gathering and Huntsville Hospital
for the fireworks display. It also should
be noted that Lockheed Martin, Teledyne
Brown Engineering, the Association of
the United States Army, the National
Defense Industry Association and the
Space and Missile Defense Association
are also major sponsors. Vocalists and
local organizations have volunteered to
entertain and ensure we have a dignified
and memorable event to show our armed
forces we appreciate and support them.
“God Bless America.”

Ed Banville
president, North Alabama Veterans 
and Fraternal Coalition

PFC Adam Greene
“We will leave
when there is
actually order,
new law and
actual democra-
cy. When they
can have their
freedom and not
have to worry
about a dictator-
ship or chaos, I think that would be a
good time. More than likely it will be a
long time before the U.S. pulls out.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

When should U.S. troops leave Iraq?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Honor troops at celebration

An open lane random survey

Pvt. Barney Chandler
“We should leave Iraq when they have proof that Saddam
and his regime are completely out and we have set forth a
new government for the people that’s fair to both women
and children. Right now it seems everything is with all the
men, but it should be good for everybody. Once that’s in
place and we think they can handle it, then we should move
out. Until then we need to stay in Iraq and keep with it.”

SFC John Anderson

“I’d say after security issues have
been taken care of, when peace and
order has been restored, such as loot-
ing. When the country is secure and
people are in place that can rebuild
on their own and govern their country,
then that would be an appropriate
time to begin pulling our troops out.”

Letters to the editor

Sharon Bartlett, retired military spouse
“When Presi-
dent Bush says
so. He’s the
deciding factor
for me. He’s our
commander-in-
chief and what
he says goes.”

Courtesy photoTop Gun award
The Aviation and Missile Command has received the Top Gun award from United
Way of Madison County for generating $664,775, first among the 35 federal agen-
cies in the 2002 Tennessee Valley Combined Federal Campaign. From left are
James Bailey, CFC organizer for Marshall Space Flight Center; Gay Money, 2002
chairman of the Local Federal Coordinating Committee; John Hawkins, president
of United Way of Madison County; Col. John Smith, command chief of staff;
Melinda Seigler, United Way’s director of CFC; Rosa Kilpatrick, LFCC member
from Marshall; Linda Readus, secretary of the general staff/assistant chief of
staff; Marsha Martin, Tennessee Valley Authority-Huntsville; and Earl Johnson,
2003 LFCC chairman.

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

April 21 at 10:06 p.m. – Police offi-
cers from the Provost Marshal Office
arrested two male subjects on Martin
Road after it was discovered that the
vehicle they were operating contained
computer equipment, which had been
taken from a location on Buxton Road.
Investigation continues by the Provost
Marshal Office. 

April 21 at 8:45 a.m. — A traffic
accident was reported on Roland Road.
A vehicle struck the overhang on a
building. Only minor damage was
reported.

April 22 at 11:35 a.m. — A traffic
accident was reported at Gate 8. A vehi-
cle entering Redstone Arsenal struck
another vehicle waiting to be inspected.

Only minor damage was reported.
April 22 at 7:30 a.m. – A digital

camera was reported stolen sometime
between March 1 and March 19 from an
unsecured cabinet in a building located
on Martin Road.  Investigation continues
by the Provost Marshal Office.

April 22 at 4:10 p.m. — A traffic
accident was reported at Gate 8. A vehi-
cle entering Redstone Arsenal did not
properly clear one of the concrete barri-
ers. Only minor damage was reported. 

See Accidents on page 3

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences
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8 Announcements

Bicycle ride
The second annual Tour de Arsenal Bicy-
cle Ride is May 20 at 5 p.m., sponsored by
the Jacob Sverdrup Marshall Space Flight
Center Group Support contract Employee
Welfare and Morale Committee. The 18-
mile ride, starting at the NASA Exchange
Fitness Center parking lot at Morris and
Digney roads, roughly follows the histori-
cal railroad route around the southern part
of Redstone Arsenal. Helmets are manda-
tory. For more information, call Jamie
Miernik 544-6534. 

Fund golf tournament
The 2003 AER Golf Tournament, a four-
person scramble, is May 9 at 7:30 a.m. at
Redstone Golf Course. Rain date is May
16. Entry fee is $23 for members, $35 for
non-members. Call Nadine Manderson
842-8714, Austin Watson 313-2422, Jim
Dabbs 842-0170 or SSgt. White 876-
5399. 

Conference golf tourney
In conjunction with the Army T&E Days
2003 Conference, a golf tournament will
be held June 3 at 8 a.m. at the Canebrake
Country Club in Athens. Fee is $60. Reg-
istration information is on the web site:
www.testevaldays.com or call Sherry Hil-
ley 842-6715.

Benefit 5K
The second annual RDEC 5K Run and
Fun Walk to benefit Army Emergency
Relief is May 14 at 9:30 a.m. in the area
directly south of Patton Road soccer field
(off Corporal Road). The registration
deadline is May 7. The $15 entry fee
includes a T-shirt and race day refresh-
ments. Pre-orders on T-shirts only (not
running or walking) will be taken until
May 7 for $10.  For more information, call
Carolyn Farmer 876-3810. 

Support troops at game
A “Support Our Troops” celebration will be
held throughout the scheduled Huntsville
Stars vs. Chattanooga Lookouts baseball
game Friday night at Joe Davis Stadium.
Gates open at 5 p.m. and events begin at
6:30. There will be patriotic songs, a huge
flag unfurled in the stands, and filming
throughout the event that will be put on a
web site with streaming video to be viewed
by U.S. troops in Iraq or wherever they are
and for all to see, according to the celebra-
tion organizers.

Golf sweepstakes
The U.S. Army Community and Family
Support Center, event sponsor, and Red-
stone Golf Course are hosting a spring
golf driving range promotion, “Lucky
Bucket Sweepstakes,” from May 1
through June 30. The promotion is target-
ed at all ages and skill levels. Winners
must be authorized MWR patrons —
active/retired/Guard/Reserve military,
DoD/NASA civilian or contractor and
dependents. Two “Great Golf Escape”
vacation packages will be randomly
drawn Armywide at the end of the nine-
week promotion.  In addition, instant
prizes are awarded on the spot when you

find the red “lucky” ball in your bucket of
driving range balls. The more you partici-
pate, the greater your chances are of win-
ning. Call 883-7977 for more information.

Youth golf clinic
Registration is under way for the Youth
Services Golf Clinic. You may register
your child Monday through Friday, 7 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at building 1500 on Weeden
Mountain Road. Golf Clinics will be held
June 2-6 and June 16-20 from 9 to 11 a.m.
followed by course Play Days each Thurs-
day until school begins. The instructor is
Chip Enlow, PGA pro. Price per child is
$50, plus annual central enrollment fee of
$15 if not already registered. Clinic space
is limited to the first 50 youth registered
per clinic. This is open to the entire Red-
stone community. Call 876-3704 or 313-
3699 for more information.  

Cougar Chase 5K
The third annual Cougar Chase 5K is May
17 at Sparkman Middle School in Toney.
The PTSA, along with local businesses,
will sponsor this event with all proceeds
benefiting the school. Registration starts
at 7:30 a.m. and the run at 9. Cost is $10
by May 3, $12 afterward. Participants
receive a race packet, T-shirt and refresh-
ments. For more information, call race
director Nancy Carson 852-2880.  

Test and evaluation days
The Test and Evaluation Management
Agency will sponsor its sixth Army T&E
Days 2003 — “Building Test Capabilities
for the Future: Supporting FCS, The
Objective Force, and the Next Generation
Army” — on June 3-5 at the South Hall of
the Von Braun Center. Scheduled speakers
include Claude Bolton Jr., ASA(ALT);
Walter Hollis, DUSA(OR); Maj. Gen.
Robert Armbruster, CG ATEC; Dennis
Muilenburg, vice president-FCS, Boeing;
and Lt. Gen. Joseph Cosumano, com-
mander of SMDC. An exposition will be
held in conjunction with the conference.
Government and industry organizations
are encouraged to participate in the expo-
sition. Registration is $325 (form is on
web site) and is in TIP. For more informa-
tion, call Mike McFalls 876-3462 or Sher-
ry Hilley 842-6715. The web site is
www.testevaldays.com. 

Alcoholics anonymous
An Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
each Thursday at 11 a.m. in Sparkman
Center building 5304, room 4309. For
information call 313-1478. The Redstone
Arsenal group of Alcoholics Anonymous
meets each Wednesday at noon and Friday
at 5:15 p.m. in room 11 of Bicentennial
Chapel. 

Toastmasters
Are you nervous about speaking in front
of people?  Do you get butterflies in your
stomach?  No problem. Learn the art of
speaking by joining Toastmasters. Two
clubs meet for one hour every week:
Strategic Speakers meets at SMDC room
2E1200, Tuesday 11:30-12:30, call John
Johnson 313-3634 or Matt Boenker 721-

7006, extension 119; and Communicators
Club meets Thursday 11:30 – 12:30  at
Sparkman Center building 5304, call Ron
Legowik 876-5619.

Sergeants major
The Sergeants Major Association will hold
its monthly meeting May 15 from 6:30-
7:30 in the morning at Redstone Golf
Course clubhouse. For more information,
call retired CSM Jean Rose 313-1659.

Thrift shop
The Thrift Shop, building 3209 on Her-
cules Road, is open for shopping Wednes-
days 9-5, Thursdays and Fridays from 9-4.
Walk-in consignment hours are Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays from 9-
12:30. Appointments are Wednesdays and
Thursdays 12:30-3. Donations are accept-
ed and tax slips are available. The shop is
now accepting homemade craft items for
consignment. The shop seeks volunteers.
It will be open for sales May 3 from 10-2.
For more information, call 881-6992.

Butler High reunion
Butler High class of 1983 will have its 20-
year reunion Aug. 29-30. For information
call Tammy 721-2246 or Kelly 829-1427. 

Lee High reunion
Lee High class of 1973 will have its 30-
year reunion July 11-12. For information
call Bob Mathis (256) 519-7674 or Teres-
sa Walker Beasley (931) 937-8504.

IMMC AER fund-raisers
Want to know when the next sale of those
Pentagon pins will take place? Maybe you
are interested in the plant sale. Want to play
in a golf tournament but don’t know how to
enter? You can find the answers anytime at
http://immc.redstone.army.mil/aer/.

Motorcycle safety course
The Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of Army require all soldiers who
operate motorcycles either on or off post
to have satisfactorily completed an
approved Motorcycle Safety Course. This
requirement also applies to all individuals
who operate a motorcycle on DoD instal-
lations. Motorcyclists will be required to
show proof of meeting this requirement
when registering or renewing a motorcy-
cle on Redstone Arsenal. Experienced
Rider Courses have been scheduled for
the following dates: April 30, May 2, May
14 and June 14. Each course will start at 8
a.m. and end by 5 p.m. This training will
be provided free of cost for military and
DoD civilians. To qualify for the ERC, a
rider must have at least one year experi-
ence and have ridden more than 1,000
miles. These requirements are reduced to
six months and 500 miles if the rider has
completed a Basic Rider Course. Individ-
uals under 18 must have a parent or legal
guardian sign a required waiver form
before starting the course. Riders must
bring a valid driver license with motorcy-
cle endorsement to the course. Enrollees
must provide a street-legal motorcycle
which will need to pass an inspection by
the rider coaches. The inspection includes

tires and wheels, controls, lights, oil,
chassis and kickstand. Motorcycles
should be properly insured. Class partici-
pants should also provide their own hel-
met and all required safety gear. To regis-
ter for one of these courses, call Bryan
Lorge 842-8622.

NCO club
Knowing that the noncommissioned offi-
cer is the “backbone” of the military serv-
ice, Redstone Arsenal has a new NCO
Club program called the Backbone
Lounge. This includes Friday afternoon
“happy hour” with free buffet at the Chal-
lenger Activity Center, discounts on Child
Development Center and School Age Ser-
vices fees, 10 percent off all evening din-
ing purchases at the Soldatenstube, more
perks at Outdoor Recreation and swim-
ming pools, discount Golf Course fees,
Auto Skills Center fees, and the Bowling
snack bar. Each member will receive a
free quarterly birthday party dinner buffet
plus an invitation to the three other birth-
day bashes. Membership is open to active
duty, retired and Reserve/Guard NCOs
(E-5 through E-9) and DoD civilians
(grade GS-6 or equivalent and below). For
more information, call LuAnne Hardee
830-9175. 

Benefit book sale
The Command Analysis Directorate’s annu-
al book sale for Army Emergency Relief
continues through Friday, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., in Sparkman building 5300 on the sec-
ond floor by the elevators. For more infor-
mation, call Brian Barry 842-9909.

Property tag sale
The Directorate of Personnel and Com-
munity Activities will hold a non-appro-
priated fund Property Tag Sale May 6-8 at
building 7436. The sale is 10:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. May 6-7 and ends at 1 p.m. May
8. All sale items have a two-part, pre-
priced tag attached.  The bottom of the tag
will be carried to the register to purchase
the item; simply present your receipt to
clear the building. All items must be
removed the day of purchase. This sale is
open to all members of the Redstone com-
munity, including contractors. For more
information, call 876-1418 or go to
www.redstonemwr.com. 

Command sergeant major
A retirement ceremony and luncheon hon-
oring post CSM Roscoe Johnson will be
held Thursday. The ceremony is 8:30 a.m.
at the Redstone Arsenal Activity Field
(Patton and Aerobee Road); and the
luncheon begins 11 at the Officers and
Civilians Club. For more information, call
Lucretia Townsend 955-6925.

Association scholarship
The Army Space and Missile Defense
Association will award a $1,000 scholar-
ship in August. Applications are due by
July 15. For more information, call Bob
Belton of Quantum Research Internation-
al 971-1800, ext. 257. 

Benefit yard sale
Waiting Spouses Yard Sale will be held
Saturday at 7 a.m. at 305 Hughes Drive.

See Announcements on page 20
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