
Initial symptoms may worsen
and can be life threatening

By Capt. FARRELL ADKINS 
Public Health and Education Center

By now, most everyone has heard of a new disease called
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. The Centers for Disease
Control and World Health Organization believe this new virus
started in China. Since its discovery, it has been reported in
numerous countries including the United States. The United States
has nearly 200 suspected cases and Alabama has one suspected
case at the time this article was written.  

Scientists at CDC and WHO believe SARS is caused by a pre-
viously unrecognized coronavirus. Coronaviruses are one of the
causes of the common cold in mankind.  

Public health experts think that SARS is spread by close and
prolonged contact between people. Most cases to date have been
among household contacts and health care workers. SARS is most
likely to spread when someone sick with the disease coughs
droplets into the air and someone else breathes them in. These
droplets are in the air when someone sneezes but frequently they
can’t be seen. It is also possible that SARS can spread more broad-
ly from touching objects that have become contaminated from
fallen droplets or discharge from the nose or mouth of an infected
person.  

See Virus on page 11
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‘Pat yourself on back,’
says General Dodgen
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen was a Patriot
battalion commander in Iraq. He has
friends who are deployed there now for
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Now the com-
mander of AMCOM and Redstone Arse-
nal, he has a message for the work force of
the Aviation and Missile Command.

“I am just as proud of the people at
AMCOM as I am of every soldier that’s
been forward deployed,” Dodgen said dur-
ing the command’s Town Hall meeting
April 16 at Bob Jones Auditorium.

He praised the work force for support-
ing the U.S. forces with missiles and heli-
copters, maintaining those systems and
providing expertise in the field. In 21 days,
the coalition forces moved into Baghdad,
toppled the Saddam-led regime and began
the process toward a new Iraq.

“Our soldiers are trained, they’re disci-
plined, they’re the best in the world, they 

See Meeting on page 11

Command gets kudos for war effort

Worldwide SARS virus
spreads like common cold

Photo by Skip Vaughn
Q&A SESSION— Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen responds to a question during the
AMCOM Town Hall meeting.
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staying strong
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Survey says

Photo by Skip Vaughn

Soapbox car
The Tide race car visited April 15 for a Tide and Downy pro-
motion sponsored by Proctor and Gamble and the Commis-
sary. The simulator, among 16 show cars based in
Mooresville, N.C., traveled next to Fort Polk, La. Looking it
over is Spring Pilgrim, 6, and her mother Cristy Pilgrim, hold-
ing 21-month-old Seth. Cristy’s husband, Maj. Allen Pilgrim of
Redstone, is an instructor with Army Logistics Management
College.

Community
honors

volunteers
of year

Page 6

Helping hands
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The 30th annual National Volunteer
Week will be celebrated April 27
through May 3. This year’s theme,

“Celebrate Volunteers – the Spirit of
America,” reflects the Army tradition of
volunteerism, the spirit of neighbors
helping neighbors, and the president’s
call to service.

During National Volunteers Week we
salute our dedicated volunteers — sol-
diers, retirees, civilians, spouses and
youth — for their contributions and their
commitment to service. Join in celebrat-
ing our volunteers. They are truly the
spirit of America, the spirit of the Army.

Volunteers are one of the Army’s
most valuable resources. They are
thoughtful, committed citizens who sup-
port and change our military communi-
ties by responding to a need. They are
people who contribute to our communi-
ties by making them happier, healthier
places to live. Our volunteers are present
in a broad range of organizations and

activities where they inspire and mentor
our youth, support deployed soldiers and
their families, assist in our chapels and
hospitals, and offer support when there is
a tragedy. Our volunteers are special
people, and our communities would be
very different places without their contri-
butions.

We thank you, the members of the
Army volunteer corps, for your dedica-
tion. Many of you have surpassed or are
well under way in reaching President
George W. Bush’s call for Americans to
perform two years or the equivalent of
4,000 hours of service during their life-
times. We challenge and encourage each
member of the military community to
renew or make a commitment to volun-
teer service. We ask that you join the
Army volunteer corps where you can
begin to build a sense of community and
make an investment in our future.

We ask that when you greet a volun-
teer, not only during National Volunteer
Week but every day, that you express
your gratitude for their service. God
bless you, the Army, and our great
nation.

Thomas White
secretary of Army, and 
Gen. Eric Shinseki
chief of staff

It is the Army’s duty to protect and
defend our Constitution, our country
and its citizens. As soldiers, when we

protect our children, we protect our
nation’s future.

There are four actions that soldiers,
civilian employees, and family members
can do to make a positive contribution to
the growth and development of the chil-
dren in their lives. First, we can build
strong commitments with family, friends,
neighbors and community to keep all
children safe. Second, instill confidence
in our children so that they can count on
us as trustworthy adults. Third, acknowl-
edge that child abuse is one danger we
can control. Finally, volunteer and share
your time and skills with other parents.

Officially, April is the month when we
celebrate the well-being of all children in
our Army family. April is both the
“Month of the Military Child” and “Child

Abuse Prevention Month.”  This year, our
campaign slogan is “Our Country, Our
Children: Protecting Them Both.”

Every member of our community
needs to understand that any form of
child abuse goes against Army values
and undermines our mission. Everyone
in our community has the responsibility
for keeping children safe. If you see
child abuse, report it.

As commander, I support our Family
Advocacy Program in its child abuse
prevention mission. Turn to them for
information and assistance.

Child abuse prevention is a command
priority at Redstone Arsenal. During
April 2003 and throughout the year, join
us in protecting America’s future by pro-
tecting America’s children.

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen
commander, AMCOM and Redstone

Lewis Hughes,
DoD civilian
“Telemarketers
calling my house
after 8 o’clock.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

What is your biggest pet peeve?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Help keep children safe

An open lane random survey

Nestor Centeno,
retired military
“People parking in
the handicap
spaces when
they’re not sup-
posed to.”

Chief Warrant Officer Robert Steele
“I think my biggest pet peeve is
soldiers that don’t wear the uni-
form correctly.”

Letters to the editor

SSgt, Rogers Hilton
“My pet peeve
right now is that I
have to pay for my
chow here at Red-
stone, but when I

go to the chow hall I can’t get what I
want. If I’m paying for it I should be
able to get what I want, not saying any
amount, but what I want. I’m forced to
eat what they want to give me.”

On Saturday, April 5, the storm
clouds parted after sunup to
reveal a refreshingly blue sky.

Seventy-one volunteers arrived at the old
Visitor Center at Gate 1 to help with the
task that lay ahead — to clean up
decades of trash deposited by floods into
the bottomlands of Huntsville Spring
Branch and McDonald Creek. As part of
the Great American Cleanup, and spon-
sored by Keep America Beautiful, the

City of Huntsville and its volunteers
were also cleaning up a two mile stretch
of HSB between Drake Avenue and Red-
stone, and they too had about 70 volun-
teers. The Huntsville Canoe Club was
also took part of the Great American
Cleanup, getting tons of trash and appli-
ances out of Wheeler National Wildlife
Refuge in Decatur.  

See Cleanup on page 5

Team shines at creek cleanup

It was recently announced that Depart-
ment of Defense requires all individ-
uals who operate a motorcycle on

DoD installation complete an approved
motorcycle safety course. As a rider with
approximately 40 years experience, I
feel this course would be “preaching to
the choir.” In these years there is not
much I haven’t experienced. While the
course certainly won’t hurt me, I feel
insulted that we motorcyclists are sin-
gled out.

The individuals that should attend the
motorcycle safety course are the
motorists driving in automobiles. Insur-
ance statistics show that the majority of
motorcycle collisions are caused by
automobile drivers, especially making a
left turn in front of an oncoming motor-
cycle. The most common excuse was “I
didn’t see the motorcycle.” The real
excuse is “the motorcycle is smaller than 

See Safety on page 5

Regarding an article on page 7 of last
week’s Redstone Rocket, the acronym
FLIR refers to Forward Looking
Infrared.

Correction

Volunteers special people

On course for motorcycle safety
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 6 Helping hands

Redstone honors six
community members

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

There’s a common cause among Red-
stone’s top volunteers. 

They all seem to enjoy what they’re
doing as a way of repaying the communi-
ty. In turn this community owes a debt to
them.

Redstone Arsenal’s volunteers of the
year for 2002-03 include Diane Moore,
for military community service; Rose
Mary Bayer, military dedicated communi-
ty service; Talbot Hackett, Redstone Arse-
nal military community service; Susan
Carr, special events; SSgt. Johnny
Kennedy, active service; and Tracy Silvia,
new volunteer. 

They will be honored at the installation
volunteer luncheon Thursday at 11 a.m. at
the Officers and Civilians Club.

Diane Moore
Moore, wife of Capt. Douglas Moore,

arrived in April 2001 and is the volunteer
Army Family Team Building program
manager. In the past year, she has also
served as Army Community Service vol-
unteer program coordinator and as merit
awards chairperson for the Officer and
Civilian Women’s Club. The Pararamus,
N.J., native served on the advisory coun-
cil for Redstone’s annual Army Family
Action Plan conference Feb. 25-26. Her
husband is in Kosovo and the couple will
move to Vilseck, Germany in July.

“I am honored and overwhelmed,”
Moore, 33, said of the award. “This has
been a very hard year with a lot of things
going on. At times this year it was really,
really difficult. I’m just actually proud
and honored and thankful to all the people
who’ve stood by me this year, who’ve
been faithful and loyal friends and good
volunteers who, when I was about to fal-
ter, wouldn’t let me falter. And I’m just so
pleased everything has finished well.

“You’re only as good as the people you
have around you. And I have had some
absolutely fabulous, dedicated people sur-
rounding and supporting me this year. So
I feel so undeserving because sometimes I
was about to give up the ghost. So I’m just
thankful everything has ended well.”

Talbot Hackett
Hackett, husband of Maj. Christine

Hackett, is an Army Family Team Build-
ing master trainer. He serves as mayor of
Freedom Landing in the housing area. He
was a facilitator and on the planning com-
mittee for the Army Family Action Plan
conference. Hackett also volunteered with
the annual Pineapple Open golf tourna-
ment, a fund-raiser for the Officer and
Civilian Women’s Club.

“Redstone’s a good community,” he
said. “I enjoy doing things that give back
to it.”

Hackett, 51, grew up in Warren,
Maine. It’s been nine years since he
retired as a sergeant first class in Italy. His

wife, assigned to the Missile and Space
Intelligence Center, also does volunteer
work. The Hacketts will leave in July for
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

“It’s an honor (to get the award) but the
thing you have to understand is it’s not a
one-person show,” Hackett said. “Without
a team effort, as far as I’m concerned,
none of the rest of us could be where we
are. The AFTB group is a good solid team
of concerned individuals to help the sol-
dier. And just to be part of it is a privilege
as far as I’m concerned.”

Susan Carr
Carr, wife of retired Col. Herb Carr,

volunteers at Army Community Service
and at Bicentennial Chapel. At ACS she
serves with Phyllis Montgomery as co-
chairman of the Space Camp scholarship
committee. She teaches a religion class
for the Catholic chaplain. She did volun-
teer work at various points throughout her
husband’s career.

“I enjoy giving back,” she said. “I feel
like I’ve been blessed with a good life and
I enjoy giving back to my military com-
munity.”

Carr, 48, was born in Lowell, Mass.,
and raised as “an Army brat.” The Carrs
have two daughters: Sarah, 23, majoring
in architecture at the University of Texas;
and Elizabeth, who turns 16 on April 24, a
sophomore at Huntsville High.

She said she feels “very humble” about
the award. “It was a big surprise. I love
these people at ACS.”

SSgt. Johnny Kennedy
Kennedy, of Delta Company, 832nd

Ordnance Battalion, served as a delegate
for the past two years to the Army Family
Action Plan conference and was on the
2003 planning committee. He was also a
delegate to the Armywide AFAP confer-
ence. He has done volunteer work for the
Enlisted Spouses Club and helped at the
Officer and Civilian Women’s Club annu-
al golf tournament. He coached T-ball,
coach-pitch and the Delta Company soft-
ball team.

“It’s my way of giving back to an
exceptional community and it’s also my
little piece of the pie just to keep it at that
state,” he said. Kennedy, 35, was born in
Bien Hoa, Vietnam, and came to the Unit-
ed States with his parents in early 1971.

His wife, Jennifer, was the 2002 win-
ner of new volunteer of the year. The
Kennedys won last year’s regional award
for volunteer family of the year from the
Association of the U.S. Army. They have
a daughter, Meghann, 8, a third-grader at
the Academy for Academics and Arts.

“I’m honored to receive (this award) but
also a little baffled because I’m just doing
things to improve the community for
everybody around me,” he said. “I’m just
one small piece. There are a lot of volun-
teers that helped make this post what it is –
a very enjoyable place to work and live.”

Tracy Silvia
Silvia, wife of military police Sgt. Brad

Silvia, does volunteer work at Army Com-
munity Service. She’s an Army Family

See Volunteers on page 8

Volunteers of year enjoy giving their time freely

Photo by Skip Vaughn

DIANE MOORE

Photo by Skip Vaughn

TRACY SILVIA

Photo by Skip Vaughn

ROSE MARY BAYER

Photo by Skip Vaughn

SSgt. JOHNNY KENNEDY

Photo by Skip Vaughn

SUSAN CARR

Photo by Skip Vaughn

TALBOT HACKETT 
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Virginia-based organization
under research center here 
By Col. WILLIAM GAVORA
and BRUCE TENNEY
For the Rocket

FORT EUSTIS, Va. — The Army
Aviation Applied Technology Direc-
torate is doing its part to support sol-

diers now and in the future. 
Under the operational control of the

Research Development and Engineering
Command, AATD’s mission is to transi-
tion critical technologies that enhance and
sustain Army aviation as the premier land-
force aviation component in the world. 

AATD accomplishes its mission in
three ways. First, it develops, demon-
strates and applies critical technologies
that enhance the capability, affordability,
readiness and safety of Department of
Defense aviation systems. Second, it pro-
vides quality and timely engineering serv-
ices and rapid prototyping support to
Army Program Executive Offices, the U.S.
Special Operations Command and other
customers. And third, AATD supports
worldwide contingency operations by
expediting the fabrication, application and
support of innovative materiel solutions.

With numerous, worldwide Army
deployments and the ongoing war with
Iraq, support for contingency operations is
a high priority for the Aviation Applied
Technology Directorate.  The directorate
uses its expertise and resources (which
have matured through years of technology
development), to provide a unique capabil-
ity to conceive, create, test and install
expedited materiel fixes to “pop-up” prob-
lems in the fleet. Some recent examples of
this type of support include the following.

Communication system
In less than six months, AATD suc-

cessfully designed, tested and integrated
the PRC-117 SATCOM radio UH-60L
and the CH-47D helicopters inside
Afghanistan. It worked collaboratively
with the Research Development and Engi-
neering Center’s Aviation Engineering
Directorate and the Army Test and Evalu-
ation Command’s Redstone Technical
Test Center, both of which are located at
Redstone Arsenal. This system allows for
better non-line-of-sight communication
between airborne assets, ground units, and
Tactical Operations Centers currently
operating in theater.  The effort concluded
when AATD deployed one military and
five Department of the Army civilians to
install and test the necessary modifica-
tions to the aircraft, train the troops in the
operation of the PRC 117, and to trou-
bleshoot and fix non-operational systems
located overseas.

In August 2002, AATD was tasked to
design, test and integrate the Blue Force
Tracking Situational Awareness System
into the UH-60L, CH-47D and AH-64A/D
aircraft. Again, the directorate worked
collaboratively with other elements of the
RDEC, including the Aviation Engineer-
ing Directorate and the Prototyping and
Integration Facility (also located at Red-
stone Arsenal), as well as the Redstone
Technical Test Center. Again, the proto-
type aircraft integration and flight-testing
were conducted at AATD’s test facilities

in Virginia, while the system component
testing was conducted at the Redstone
Technical Test Center.  

The Aviation Engineering Directorate
issued an AWR for integrating the produc-
tion kits that were applied to 197 aircraft
in support of current operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The production kits
and the integration of those kits, which
included the deployment of OLR teams to
apply the necessary modifications to the
aircraft worldwide, were done by the
RDEC’s Prototyping and Integration
Facility. AATD acted as the prime integra-
tor for the PEO C3T and OEF C4I offices.
This system provides situational aware-
ness communication between airborne
assets, ground units and Tactical Opera-
tions Centers. AATD applied the Blue
Force Tracking System to the two demon-
stration A2C2S aircraft that are now
deployed in Iraq and is working with the
team to include the system in the produc-
tion A2C2S and the EUROC2.

Also in August, AATD was tasked to
design, test and integrate an Apache
Instrument Meteorological Condi-

tions/Instrument Flight Rules Kit into the
A/D series aircraft for the AH-64 PMO.
The directorate is again collaborating with
the Aviation Directorate, Redstone Tech-
nical Test Center, and the aircraft manu-
facturer, Boeing Aircraft Company in
Mesa, Ariz.  Production kits will be
applied to about 21 AH-64D helicopters
in the Federal Republic of Germany and
21 AH-64A helicopters in Korea.  

The production of follow-on kits and
the integration of these kits (which
include the deployment of OLR teams to
apply the necessary modifications to the
aircraft), is managed by the AH-64 Pro-
gram Management Office. AATD is act-
ing as the prime integrator of this effort
for the AH-64 Program Management
Office. This system allows for the safe
operation of both models of the AH-64 in
an IMC/IFR flight environment for both
the training of aircrews and for possible
intra-theater deployments. The testing for
the AH-64A is complete, and the Aviation
Engineering Directorate is working on the
AWR. Electronics testing at the Redstone
Technical Test Center on the AH-64D is
presently ongoing.  

Between September and December,
AATD designed and installed the
Enhanced Position Location Reporting
System on 18 AH-64D and 16 OH-58D
aircraft for the 4th ID at Fort Hood, Texas.
These aircraft have deployed to the Gulf.  

Early warning capability
In January 2003, AATD supported a

special customer with the rapid installation
of NBC detectors on aircraft that are cur-
rently protecting our troops with early
warning capability. In late March, AATD
was given a 48-hour window to apply the
Grenadier-Brat, satellite-based situation
awareness system to the 82d Airborne
Division’s OH-58D aircraft. AATD
received the call from the Department of
the Army on Wednesday morning. On
Thursday, the 82nd flew an aircraft to Fort
Eustis for installation and testing and flew
it home on Saturday morning. The Aviation
Engineering Directorate issued the AWR
for six kits that were installed in Kuwait by
OLR Teams deployed from Germany.

Just as AATD’s technology develop-
ment expertise enables it to develop
innovative and rapid solutions for

today’s systems, the experience we gain
through supporting real world operations
gives our technologists great insight into
what is needed for future systems. Clear-
ly, there is a need for future unmanned
aviation systems to supplement the capa-
bilities of existing and future manned sys-
tems. This is widely acknowledged across
the Army and the other military services.
Successful engagements from the Preda-
tor and pictures from the Global Hawk
seem to make headlines on a weekly
basis. There is a growing set of expecta-
tions for unmanned systems that is fueled
in part not only by these successes, but
also by our collective, inherent imagina-
tions and our desire to reduce the risk of
human life.

AATD is fully engaged in the research
and development of future unmanned avi-
ation systems in an effort to create a full
spectrum of unmanned capabilities that,
when combined with those of manned
systems, yield tremendous benefit in an
affordable, reliable and sustainable way.
This practical, real-world grounding,
focuses AATD on not only the challeng-
ing technology issues, but also on the cul-
tural, political and operational issues that
must be overcome.  

AATD is addressing these issues in
four avenues of experimentation and
development: Platform and Autonomous
Flight; Mission Equipment Packages and
Weaponization; Team-Based Intelligent Mis-
sion Operations; and Manned/Unmanned
Battlespace Integration. This is a complete
systems approach that includes developing
autonomous platforms; integrating sen-
sors and weapons that make them useful;
developing the structure and software for
autonomous and collaborative mission
execution; and developing the means and
methodology for safe, efficient, mixed air-
space operations. Embedded in every
aspect is the realization that these systems
will be operated in complex locations by
young soldiers working under stressful
conditions as part of a combined arms,
joint and coalition force. It is this com-
plete view of technology in warfare that
drives AATD to ensure its products are
useable and highly capable.

Unmanned aviation systems
AATD is working to advance the

development of unmanned aviation sys-
tems for insertion into both Interim and
Objective Force units. Following are sam-
ples of the practical and far-reaching tech-
nology activities ongoing at AATD.

The Hunter Standoff Killer Team is a
Department of Defense Advanced Concept
Technology Demonstrator program that is
teaming manned helicopters with a tactical
UAV to achieve a synergistic capability for
extended range Reconnaissance-Surveil-
lance-Target Acquisition, precision target
location, Battle Damage Assessment, and
a variety of other missions.  

HSKT and its supporting technology
programs are developing intelligent soft-
ware and systems to assist the manned air-
craft mission execution and to manage the
accompanying UAVs. HSKT will inte-
grate a “Warfighter’s Associate” into a
company of Longbow Apaches and a

“Mobile Commander’s Associate” into
the Army Airborne Command and Control
System Black Hawk and conduct an in-
theater military utility assessment in
Korea. The technical issues of
Manned/Unmanned systems teaming and
interface, autonomous and semi-
autonomous mission operations, data
fusion and common operating picture, and
intelligent systems and information man-
agement are being addressed during the
development and testing of HSKT.  

The culmination of HSKT will be an
in-the-field assessment of what is
good, bad, relevant, effective, and

ineffective about current generation sys-
tems, working together with enhanced
capability. The final product will be
upgraded capability for the Army’s
Apache, A2C2S, and Hunter systems
directly, and technology transition to
Shadow, A160 and other UAV and
manned systems.

The RDEC is partnering with DARPA
to develop the A160 Hummingbird UAV
for Army use.  The RDEC’s AeroFlight
Dynamics Directorate, located at Moffett
Field, Calif., has been working with
DARPA since the inception of the A160
as a rotor system demonstrator. The suc-
cess and potential of the initial A160
development phase as an enabling capa-
bility for the Objective Force has creat-
ed a strong
interest in advancing the platform and
control technologies to a maturity level
suitable for quick transition. Working
together with DARPA and AFDD, AATD
will be working to fully expand the flight
envelope of the A160 while simultane-
ously working on integrating common
data links, developing open systems
architecture, and evolving to a common
UAV control system. The technical issues
of cost versus capability and reliability,
autonomous controls, precision landing,
advanced platform characteristics in
endurance, range, payload, qualification
and certification will be addressed in the
A160 program. The final product of the
A160 program is expected to be a long
endurance, Vertical Takeoff and Landing
UAV capable of meeting multiple mission
requirements for the Objective Force.

Ongoing projects
AATD is also working with smaller

Vertical Takeoff and Landing UAVs in the
UAS Class III range to determine what the
important platform characteristics are and
how to develop an affordable, yet depend-
able system. Again, it is a systems view
that prevails. AATD is working under
investment agreements with ATI/SAIC
and Eagle Aviation for experimentation
with the Vigilante and Agile Eagle Verti-
cal Takeoff and Landing UAVs, respec-
tively.  Each has characteristics and quali-
ties that are of interest and important to
assess. AATD is flying the Vigilante at
Felker Army Airfield to assess the effect
of normal flight operations, to mature the
flight vehicle, and to develop a capability
to use the vehicle for multiple types of
experimentation.  

One of the near-term plans is to inte-
grate and test fire the Low Cost Precision
Kill laser-guided rocket. This will require 

See Directorate on page 17

Directorate applies new technology to Army aviation
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Chemsak’s decorated egg 
again represents Alabama 

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

Back in October while Halloween revelers were hack-
ing away at pumpkins, turning them into creepy jack-o-
lanterns, Mike Chemsak was concentrating on the deli-
cate task of transforming a plain chicken egg into a cre-
ation worthy of representing Alabama in the White
House Easter Egg display.

His efforts paid off. This is the third consecutive year
Chemsak’s decorated egg has been selected as the state’s
entry in the display, housed at the White House Visitors
Center in Washington, D.C.

“Usually the display is in the east wing of the White
House but since they’ve stopped public tours of the
White House, they put the eggs on display at the visitors
center, about two blocks away from the White House, so
more people could see it,” Chemsak, chief of the recre-
ation and family support division, said, comparing his
visit to the display in 2001 to this year’s trip. 

“Last time we went, Laura Bush welcomed us on the
East Lawn for the reception then we went on a tour of the
White House,” he said. “This year there was no Mrs.
Bush. We were greeted by the Secret Service.”

Chemsak was told that President and Mrs. Bush were
visiting with injured soldiers and their families at Walter
Reed Medical Center.

“It was a lot different this year,” said Chemsak, who
joined 31 counterparts from other states along with their
guests, about 120 total, for the exhibit’s opening April 14.

Chemsak attended the opening with his wife, Mau-
reen, and her sister and mother. “We went to see the egg
display first then after several intense security checks, we
went to the White House for a tour. Everything was much
more controlled. Last time we were able to linger a bit
but not this time. And we didn’t go out the front
entrance.”

It was still a very enjoyable trip. Chemsak got a
chance to see how other egg artists chose to represent
their states. In the past he’s seen some unique showings,

including an egg made into a pineapple to represent
Hawaii, a cactus shaped egg from Arizona and an egg
from Missouri touting St. Louis Rams and Cardinals
sports teams.

“This year the guy from Virginia painted his egg with
a picture of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,” Chemsak
said. “It was really great. I love to see the variety of tech-
niques used and how people represent their state.”

Chemsak’s entry this year was an egg covered in
beads with colored rhinestone chains running lengthwise
from the top of the egg to separate it into four equal sides.
Each side had a gold-beaded outline of the state of
Alabama. Within the state outline was a lapel pin state
flag on two sides and the state seal on the other two.

“I don’t spend too much time really thinking about
egg designs,” he said. “They just come to me, sometimes
in the middle of the night. If I concentrate, they won’t
come.”

Chemsak has dabbled in the egg decorating hobby

nearly 30 years, a family tradition brought to this country
with the emigration of his grandparents from Carpatho-
rusyn, Slovakia. He spent hours watching his uncle dec-
orate eggs in a style very similar to Pysanky, a waxy dye. 
“It seemed like a lot of work,” he said. “I started watch-
ing other egg decorating styles then tried beads and jew-
elry – sort of my own made up style. I enjoyed doing it,
liked the way it looked so that’s pretty much what I do.”

Requirements for the White House egg display limit-
ed Chemsak to chicken eggs but nearly any type of egg
can be decorated. Chemsak prefers emu, a large green-
black colored egg, or the creamy-colored ostrich egg. He
uses special tools to cut the egg and make hinged doors
so that he can create a treasure on the inside of the eggs
as well as the decoration on the outside.

Although Chemsak has been interested in egg deco-
rating throughout his life, it was only in the past five
years that he developed a passion for his hobby. In that
time he’s made about 80 eggs and collected them from
countries around the world.

One of his favorites is an egg he made for his wife for
their 25th wedding anniversary. The other was made for
his youngest son, Nicholas, a student at Middle Ten-
nessee University, who used it to propose to his girl-
friend.

“I decorated the outside with crystals, beads and jew-
elry,” he said, explaining that he’d designed this egg to
open like a trinket box. “Inside on the top half was an
engraved plate, with the words, ‘Lacy, will you marry
me?’ I put velvet in the bottom and that’s where he put
the engagement ring.”

He will attend their wedding next April, the weekend
after Easter. Chemsak is not worried about a conflict if
his egg entry is selected for the White House display
because the opening is always the weekend before East-
er.

This was Chemsak’s third winning egg but only his
second trip to the opening ceremony. Last year he and his
wife chose to visit their son Stephen in Boston, during his
spring break. Stephen graduated from Harvard with a
master’s in international education and is teaching Eng-
lish in Japan.

Much of Chemsak’s egg collection, both original
works and collected pieces, is on display at the Madison
public library.

Egg-ceptional egg nesting in White House display
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EGG MAN— Mike Chemsak stands next to his handi-
work at the White House Visitors Center.

Staff and employees of the Manage-
ment Analysis Division of the Army
Materiel Systems Analysis Activity hon-
ored four retiring workers March 27.

Rosanne Harpe and Thomas McCray
received the Commander’s Award for
Civilian Service. Ed Morfenski and Carl
Penaranda received the Achievement
Medal for Civilian Service. 

Later that day, the retirees were hon-
ored with a luncheon at the Officers and
Civilians Club. During the luncheon,
each retiree received a special gift from
the staff and fellow employees. Ameri-
can flags, which had been flown over
the U.S. Capitol, were also given to each
retiree by friends.

Ed Morfenski, who earned a bache-
lor’s degree from Grove City College and
a master’s from Golden Gate University,
is a retired Air Force officer. During his
military career, Morfenski’s assignments
ranged from staff action officer to various
supervisory assignments including pro-
gram manager, European manpower
requirements at Air Force headquarters.
From 1984 until his retirement from
AMSAA, his assignments included senior
management analyst and branch chief.

Thomas McCray, an Army veteran
who served in Vietnam, was the divi-
sion’s supply technician at the time of
his retirement from AMSAA.  He pre-
viously worked as a mail handler and a
supply technician at the then-Missile
Command and as an industrial arts
technician at Marshall Space Flight
Center.

Rosanne Harpe worked for AMSAA
since March 1981, excluding a five-year
tour of duty in Heidelberg, Germany.
She has a bachelor’s from Birmingham-
Southern College and a master’s from
Alabama. She retired with 24 years of
service and anticipates more time for
family and friends, travel and hobbies.  

Carl Penaranda began his govern-
ment career in the Air Force in Morse
intercept operations and then served
several years in the Air Force manpow-
er-management engineering program.
His civilian career included assignments
as a management analyst with Training
and Doctrine Command at Fort Gordon,
Ga., and with Headquarters, U.S. Army
Pacific at Fort Shafter, Hawaii. He
retired as a senior management analyst
with AMSAA. 

Analysis division recognizes four retiring members 
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GOING OUT— From left Ed Morfenski, Thomas McCray, Rosanne Harpe and Carl
Penaranda retired March 31. 
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