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Alabama Army National Guard
members from five units
comprise Team Scorpion

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

It didn’t matter to Spec. Diana Delaine
where the homeland security deployment
would take her, she just knew she wanted
to go.

“I joined the National Guard 11 years ago
because of Desert Storm. I wanted to go over
with my friends but by the time I finished
basic and AIT, they were coming back,” said
Delaine, a soldier with Team Scorpion, the
latest National Guard unit assigned to Red-
stone to augment security. “There was no
way I was going to miss this chance.”

Delaine is one of the 100 soldiers drawn
from five Alabama National Guard units to
form Alpha Company, 1st of the 131st
Armor out of Centre, better known as Team
Scorpion. The unit arrived Sept. 16 to
replace Charlie Company 1st/167th
Infantry soldiers who had finished their
one-year deployment to Redstone.

“So far they’re doing a super job,” Maj.
Brad Scofield, provost marshal, said.
“They only had three days to in process
and prepare. We put them through very
intensive training, using closed gates for
the exercises. We had a couple 20 hour
days. They’ve taken to the training very

well and have already found some (contra-
band).”

Only a week on the job and Delaine’s
list of discoveries include alcohol in an
open container, a bag of marijuana, knives
and one retiree couple announced that they
had a pistol in the front seat of the car with
them and a shotgun in the trunk, for hunt-
ing, they explained. But since neither of

them possessed a hunting permit for the
Arsenal, she had to turn them away.

“The people on the gates are our first
line of defense,” Scofield said. “When they
are able to find things with that kind of
detail, it does two things: It keeps those
things from moving around on the Arsenal 

See Guard on page 13

New security team standing guard

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
NEW CREW— The new  National Guard unit assigned to augment security at Red-
stone Arsenal arrived Sept. 16.  SSgt. Jerry Kirby, full-time Guardsman deployed as
part of Team Scorpion, checks identification at Gate 8.

RD&E Command
formed this week

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The newly formed Research Development and Engineering
Command will have a direct impact on engineers here.

RD&E Command was created provisionally Oct. 1. Eventually
all seven research and development centers within the Army
Materiel Command, along with the Army Research Laboratories,
will become part of this new entity.

This means the Aviation and Missile Research Development
and Engineering Center will join the RD&E Command sometime
in June. The center will remain intact at Redstone but will no
longer be part of the Aviation and Missile Command.

“It’ll be a gradual merging,” Dr. William McCorkle, director of
the RD&E Center, said.

The plans were discussed during a town hall meeting Friday at
Rocket Auditorium. Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of
AMCOM and Redstone Arsenal, said the intent for the change is 

See Command on page 13

Army engineering centers to merge into new command

Photo by Skip Vaughn
PRODUCT ASSURANCE CONCERN— Bill Glover, a lead
product assurance engineer in Close Combat Missile Sys-
tems, asks how the research and development reorganiza-
tion will affect product assurance engineering. A town hall
meeting for members of the Aviation and Missile Research
Development and Engineering Center was held Friday at
Rocket Auditorium. 
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.
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herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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Letters to the editor

During the spring the hospitals in
North Alabama announced that
effective July 1 they were chang-

ing from the Red Cross to Life South for
blood supplies because of cost.  Life
South said they would have mobile units
for blood drives similar to the way the
Red Cross has done in the past. Further
Life South said they would begin blood
drives in July. I called Life South and
learned that they are not permitted on
Redstone Arsenal for blood drives. Why?
When Life South is supplying the blood
to all of the area hospitals at a greatly
reduced cost, and all of the blood is stay-
ing in North Alabama, why is Life South
not permitted to collect blood on RSA?

Name withheld by request

Editor’s note: The Garrison provided
the following response. “Thank you for

your question about our support for area
hospitals. The Arsenal is committed to its
partnership with the local community, and
that includes the hospitals. Redstone Arse-
nal, like all military installations, has a
standardizing procedure for defining
how new organizations can gain access to
the installation to conduct events. The pro-
cedure is intended to allow fair and equal
treatment to all organizations, while pro-
tecting the security and individual rights
of Redstone community members. A copy
of the procedure has been provided to
Huntsville Hospital and they are
working with Life South to submit a
request, but have not yet applied. If they
do apply to gain access to the installation,
the application will be considered on its
merits. In any event, Redstone Arsenal will
continue to work to support our partner-
ship with the local community.”

Blood drives stop at gates

At the Directorate of Community
and Family Activities community
awareness meeting held Sept 19,

Dan Ahern provided a quick answer and
no explanation to several questions relat-
ed to outdoor recreation. First of all, I’d
like to know the status of plans to either
upgrade or replace the existing on-post
campground. While the location is great,
the facilities are inadequate, outdated,
and in terrible condition. His only com-
ment was that “nothing is planned to
upgrade the existing facilities since it is
prone to flooding.”  OK, I got that part,
however, if RASA has no intention of
modernizing it, then what are the plans
to replace it and when? Take a look at
the on-post RV/boat storage yard and
you’ll see that there are plenty of poten-
tial customers. I hope this doesn’t take
the course of the Memphis-Atlanta high-
way and get studied forever.  

The second item that got an inade-
quate response has to do with providing
shelters for rent in the RV/boat storage
yard. I’ve made a couple of quick phone
call and determined that an aluminum
“carport” of the size necessary for a large
RV would cost about $3,000 each and
probably much less if 20 were procured
at the same time. If these were rented for

$50/month they would be paid for in five
years. After that, there’s a considerable
source of revenue for the remaining life
of the shelters. This sounds like a better
investment than his proposal to build a
movie theater since there is no labor or
overhead involved. I’d like to suggest a
poll of the RV and boat owners using the
storage yard (do it concurrent with the
annual billing cycle) to determine their
level of interest.

Finally, if RASA is unwilling to build
and rent storage covers, why can’t I buy
and erect my own?  There is one in the
yard already.  If there is one, why not
others?

I will be happy to work on a volun-
tary basis on these projects.

Dennis A. Fitzgerald
Army retired

Editor’s note: Dan Ahern, director of
community and family activities, provid-
ed the following response. “We appreci-
ate your interest in camping and storage
of campers, RVs, and boats on Redstone
Arsenal. You have valid points, and your
input prompted us into doing a re-look at 

See Camping on page 5

Istand here in the middle of swelter-
ing, 110-degree-plus desert heat with
a collection of professionals the Red-

stone community should recognize and
value. This particular group is comprised
largely of females; females functioning
in a country that, by Western standards,
could not be more disagreeable to their
gender and their spirit. These Southern
ladies and gentlemen, with husbands,
wives, children and extended families
asking why they must travel to this
objectionable part of the world, are
undoubtedly the most dedicated, compe-
tent, resilient group of professionals I’ve
ever had the honor of working with.
Their loved one’s outlook notwithstand-
ing, this team devotes their extraordinary
expertise and experience to fulfilling our
nation’s commitments to this complicat-
ed and frequently puzzling Middle East-
ern partner.

This crew of experts belongs to a
committed, conscientious group that rou-
tinely travels to and through parts of the
world where Americans are not always
perceived as the “good guys.”  Travel is
performed at the high cost of time with
family and with varying degrees of per-
sonal risk. With these trips comes a level
of family stress that is often difficult to
deal with. That risk and stress has grown
radically over the past year. While not
wearing the uniform of our country’s
military forces, this troupe regularly
journeys to and through countries our
State Department has designated as high
risk and hostile.  

AMCOM’s position as the U.S.
Army’s leader in foreign military sales
— no one even comes close — is owed

to and sustained by this steadfast Securi-
ty Assistance Management Directorate
team. The benefits of that standing
extend well beyond the command into
the local community through millions of
dollars in contracts for Huntsville firms.
Whether one agrees with our nation’s
foreign policy or not, especially when it
comes to this volatile region, those at
SAMD are the implementers of that poli-
cy. Through their hard work, Redstone
participates in safeguarding U.S. allies’
survival, stability and active cooperation
with our national interests.  It would
seem appropriate for the command to
support and defend those it sends to the
far corners of the earth — and perhaps
infrequently and unintentionally in
harms’ way — to represent not only the
command’s interest, but the interests of
the United States government.   

The sacrifices made by the ladies and
gentlemen I stand with here in the desert
continue for the most part low key and
unnoticed. Their anonymity does not,
however, affect the commitment with
which they do their jobs. Their loyalty is
absolute; they are the stewards of
AMCOM security assistance. And in
spite of an undeniable unease with
boarding that plane for a journey that has
become a great deal more uncertain,
their professional pride in that steward-
ship remains undiminished.    

I just thought the Redstone communi-
ty should know.

Christopher A. Chavez
chief, Saudi Air Defense Branch
Security Assistance 
Management Directorate 

Rocket rumblings: Good leader traits

Command team serves in harm’s way

What makes a good leader?
That’s the Rocket rumblings question for

this month. Send your response – in 50
words or less – to the Redstone Rocket at the
following e-mail address: skip.vaughn@red-
stone.army.mil; or via fax at 955-9138.

Questions posed on camping facilities
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12 Win or lose

Watts catches three long TD
passes as 59th beats Bravo
in tournament final

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The defending flag football champion
found itself in the losers’ bracket of the
preseason tournament. But that didn’t
matter in the end.

HHC 59th completed its resurgence by
beating Bravo Company twice in the final
Sept. 24 at the Patton Road field. The 59th
won 14-6 and 24-20 to claim the presea-
son championship.

It marked a rematch from last year’s
postseason final. Bravo had won its first
three preseason games while the 59th
entered at 4-1 after avenging an earlier
loss to Delta Company.

“It was a hard-fought game,” 59th
quarterback Jerry McIntyre said. “We hate
to get in the losers’ bracket early. But
Delta Company put us there. Being the
defending post champion we felt we had
something to prove.”

The 59th made its points – mostly
through the air.

Laevrmonde Watts caught three touch-
down passes from McIntyre on the night.
The first strike covered 35 yards and
opened the scoring at 14:13 in the first
half of game one. They connected again
from 37 yards out at 13 minutes in the first
half of the second game and from 40 yards
with 17 seconds left until intermission.

“Specialist Watts proved to be a big
gun for us the last three games,” McIntyre
said.

Like McIntyre, Watts played for last
year’s championship team. He’s a danger-

ous wide receiver on offense and rusher
on defense.

“The defense played pretty good,”
Watts said. “We contained the runner
(Bravo’s speedy Corey Chester). We did a
good job containing him and we didn’t
allow a lot of long passes. And the offense
was clicking pretty good.”

That’s for sure. After Watts’ first touch-
down, the 59th added the two-point con-
version on McIntyre’s pass to Lavon
Green for an 8-0 halftime lead. McIntyre
connected with Ronald Steele on a 10-
yard scoring pass at 15:44 in the second
half, making it 14-0. 

Bravo closed within 14-6 with 2:45 left
on quarterback Orlando Moore’s 35-yard
touchdown pass to Joseph Aiken. But that
was the final score.

In game two, Moore’s 8-yard touch-
down run and two-point pass to Aiken
gave the Bulldogs an 8-6 lead at 5:58 in
the first half.

The 59th struck right back at 3:11
when Patrick Perry caught a 60-yard
touchdown pass from McIntyre; and the
59th led 12-8. 

The final minute of the half proved
exciting. Bravo regained the lead on
Moore’s 10-yard scamper with 33 seconds

left.
But the 59th answered with McIntyre’s

strike to Watts before intermission for an
18-14 halftime advantage. The 59th start-
ed from the 40 in the second half and
scored six plays later on McIntyre’s 1-
yard pass to guard Brett Holder.

Bravo finally answered with 54 sec-
onds left when Aiken caught a 5-yard
touchdown pass from Moore that ended
the scoring.

“Experience over youth,” McIntyre
said of the difference in the final. “We just
outsmarted them with our experience and
that’s the key to flag football.”

Moore, Bravo’s quarterback/coach,
had similar sentiments. “We’ve got a lot
of young kids that haven’t played flag
football. It’s a learning process,” he said.
“Our young kids are still learning.”

Moore pointed out that there’s plenty
of flag football left. “Luckily it’s just the
preseason and the preseason is for the
teams to feel themselves out. And fortu-
nately for us, it’s for the officials to feel
themselves out too,” he said.

“It was a good ballgame. We just came
up on the short end in the preseason. But
it’s the preseason. The Bulldogs aren’t
going anywhere, we’re here to stay. We’ll
be back,” Moore added.

The 59th is apparently already back.
The only losses from last year’s team
were Robert Bullard and Benjamin Carter,
who was the 59th’s top receiver. 

Watts, 25, from Pensacola, Fla., has
stepped up as the deep threat. He played
basketball for Jefferson Davis Communi-
ty College in Brewton, Ala., in 1995-97,
but surprisingly never played football in
school. 

“If we stick together and play hard,
we’ll be champions again,” he said.
“There’s no question about it.”

59th shows high-voltage air game in preseason

Photo by Skip Vaughn
LOOKING TO PASS— Bravo quarterback Orlando Moore (1) tries to elude the
59th’s Laevrmonde Watts (4) during the preseason tournament final. The 59th
beat the Bulldogs 14-6 and 24-20 for the championship. 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Skip’s picks went 20-3 in the fourth week of the col-
lege football season, bringing the season totals to 95-25.
Here are my predictions for selected games this week:

Florida at Mississippi — Florida
Georgia at Alabama – Bama
Oregon at Arizona — Oregon
Arkansas at Tennessee — Tennessee
Southern at Alabama A&M — Southern
Army at East Carolina – East Carolina
Clemson at Florida State – Florida State
Virginia at Duke – Virginia
Wake Forest at Georgia Tech – Ga. Tech
Maryland at West Virginia – West Va.
North Carolina at Arizona State – ASU
Connecticut at Miami – Miami
Pittsburgh at Syracuse – Syracuse
Navy at Air Force – Air Force

Kansas at Baylor – Baylor
Brigham Young at Utah State – BYU
California at Washington – Washington
Kansas State at Colorado – Colorado
Houston at Texas Christian – TCU
Illinois at Minnesota – Minnesota
Purdue at Iowa – Iowa
Louisiana-Lafayette at LSU – LSU
Louisiana Tech at Rice – Louisiana Tech
Louisville at Memphis – Louisville
Mississippi State at South Carolina – SC
Oklahoma at Missouri – Oklahoma
Ohio State at Northwestern – Ohio State
Stanford at Notre Dame – Notre Dame
Oklahoma State at Texas – Texas
UCLA at Oregon State – UCLA
Penn State at Wisconsin – Penn State
San Jose State at SMU – San Jose State
Southern Cal at Washington State – USC
Texas Tech at Texas A&M – Texas A&M

Skip’s
Florida Gators picked to swamp Mississippi

picks












