
Team compiles list of lessons
learned from 2001 incident
By JIM BOWNE
For the Rocket

A laser Hellfire missile was fired from a Kiowa Warrior air-
craft at a stationary target 5.8 km down range in a training exer-
cise June 2001 at Fort Bragg, N.C. However, shortly after leaving
the rail, the missile flew straight up and impacted about 1.8 km
outside the direct Surface Danger Zone. 

“The Hellfire missile launched from the rail platform into a
Lock-On-Before Launch climb and then began to porpoise,” the
gunner said. “The missile then turned into a hard right bank head-
ing 180 degrees, leveling out to impact approximately 6 km
southeast of the launch platform (erratic flight).”

The missile ended up going off-range and landing in a recre-
ation area. No one would have known where the missile hit had
the missile not caused a fire upon impact.  Fortunately, the recre-
ation area was closed, and no one was injured.

As a result of this errant missile incident, the Research Devel-
opment and Engineering Center was asked to lead an investigation; 

See Missile on page 10
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Volunteer delegates 
needed Feb. 25-26 

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

For people who aren’t convinced that
one voice can make a difference in the
quality of life at Redstone, cruise down
Vincent Road and take a gander at the new
coin-operated car wash across the street
from the commissary.

“We have a car wash because someone
made the suggestion,” Virginia Dempsey,
coordinator for the upcoming Army Fami-
ly Action Plan conference, said. “It didn’t
happen overnight but it wouldn’t have hap-
pened at all if someone hadn’t made it an
issue. This conference gives equal opportu-
nity for every person to be heard.”

Redstone’s Army Family Action Plan
conference is Feb. 25-26 at the Officers
and Civilians Club. Volunteers from every
segment of the Arsenal population are
needed to serve as delegates, facilitators
and recorders for the two-day event.

The mission of the conference is to col-
lect information from the community
through AFAP surveys concerning Army
quality of life issues for soldiers, retirees,
teens, civilians and military families —
anything from local parking problems to
pay and benefit increases Armywide.

“Sometimes a person may think an issue
is small or only concerns them but a lot of
times it turns out that the concern is shared
by many people,” Dempsey said. “It just
takes that one person to get it going. We

want to hear what’s going on out there. The
command wants to know where the prob-
lems are so hopefully we can make some
improvements.”

See Conference on page 9

Conference collects community concerns

Investigators zone in when Hellfire missile goes astray

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
REVIEWING RESULTS— Retiree spouse Becky Taylor reviews notes from the Army
Family Acion Plan Worldwide Conference held Nov. 17-22.  She and SSgt. Johnny
Kennedy, an instructor at Ordnance Munitions and Electronics Maintenance
School, served as delegates from Redstone. Volunteers and suggestions are need-
ed for the local AFAP conference, Feb. 25-26. 

Redstone Technical Test Center photo
PASSING TEST— This Hellfire performed properly in an
instrumented missile firing from a static fixture. An investiga-
tion continues into a firing that went awry in June 2001. 
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.
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Martin Luther King
Was a man of his word
He spoke of his beliefs

And his voice was heard.

He spoke about his dream
That yet was so true
He talked about the world
And the things we had to do.

He spoke about togetherness
Coming together as one
For we shall never overcome
The work that he has done.

He spoke about the killings
Robbery and rape
He said these things we’ll overcome
If we take time to pray.

He spoke about the education
Of the many blacks
Trying to fulfill their dreams
And being held back.

He spoke about the blood
That is the color of red
In all God’s people
That one day must be shed.

Then as his dream
Was heard by everyone
He had another dream
That one day we shall overcome.

Overcome the slavery
Of all God’s people
To let them live a normal life
For all men are created equal.

To overcome the world
That is moving fast
To lay down his soul to rest
To be free; free at last.

Gloria Dorsey
retired SFC

Editor’s note: Dorsey wrote this poem,
titled “Free at Last,” in 1986. 

Iam a 38-year-old female that is in
congestive heart failure. I have a pro-
gressive heart muscle disease that has

caused my heart to pump only half of
what it should. I was told that I have the
heart of an 80-year-old. I get stares
everyday from people wondering why I
am parking in a handicap space. Every-
one that is handicapped doesn’t necessar-
ily walk with a cane, walker or limp.

I thought the same way that you do
before I was diagnosed. I do not have a
noticeable handicap, but most days I do
have a hard time walking from my car to
my desk without having to stop and rest.

So please don’t judge people unless
you know what their situation is.

Donna
(last name withheld by request)
CIC 

Dr. King left legacy of freedom

Some handicaps aren’t noticeable 
It appears that Redstone is clearing out

the old enlisted family quarters off of
Goss Road and is employing the Don

Kennedy House Moving Company as the
mover. I have been assigned to Redstone
on five different occasions and can attest
that the officials of Redstone have always
maintained a great relationship with the
Huntsville community.

We now have a problem. Don
Kennedy has moved these condemned
substandard duplexes from Redstone,
separated them into single-family
dwellings, and is emplacing three of
them in the Westchesser Estates Subdivi-
sion to be used as rental property. The
residents of this neighborhood know that
the officials of Redstone have no control
of Don Kennedy’s intentions or disposi-
tion of these homes once they have been
removed from the Arsenal. Or have
they? Were there any restrictions placed
on Don Kennedy by Redstone officials
regarding the disposition of these
homes?

We who reside in Westchesser are
extremely grieved about this matter and
want Redstone officials to be aware of
our concerns.

Frank D. Wilson
retired CWO 4

Editor’s note: The Garrison provided
the following response. “Thank you very
much for your inquiry as to the move-
ment and final disposition of the housing
units being moved off of Redstone Arse-
nal. This contract was set up to dispose
of Army Family Housing units that were
excess to our inventory. These housing
units were not required in our long
range plans to provide housing for the
soldiers working on Redstone Arsenal
and in the surrounding community. The
housing units were not condemned or
substandard. This is the reason that Don
Kennedy and Sons chose to move the
houses rather than demolish them in
place. The contract does not have any
provisions for the government to dictate
the final placement of the housing units
once they are removed from Redstone
Arsenal. They are the sole property of
Don Kennedy and Sons House Moving
Company. The only restriction placed on
these housing units is the compliance
with state and federal environmental
laws such as placement in unapproved
landfills, etc.  We are sorry that the
placement of some of these houses has
caused concern but we have no authority
to dictate the final location of these
homes.”

Iwould like to express my appreciation
for all the thoughts and prayers you
have provided my wife and family

during the past year. We received hun-
dreds of cards of encouragement from
my co-workers at Team Redstone. Most
of the cards were from people that had
never met my wife and she was extreme-
ly touched by your thoughtfulness. They
provided us more strength than you will
ever know.

Linda and I would have celebrated
our 20th wedding anniversary on the day
of her funeral. We were blessed with

three children: Sarah, 14; Mark, 12; and
Rachel, 7. She was a very special person
who touched many lives. She always had
a kind word for all and helped anyone.
During these difficult times, we have
been reminding each other of the won-
derful memories. We will keep Linda in
our hearts forever.

We will always remember your com-
passion and kindness. Your continued
thoughts and prayers are appreciated.

Steve Fisher
Resource Management Directorate

Itotally agree with the person who
wrote the letter concerning handicap
parking abuse. I see this abuse, as do

many others, every day at parking lots
all over this area. For example, one day
I witnessed a person exiting a huge four-
wheel-drive truck with big tall mud tires
on the vehicle. The truck was so tall, the
person could barely get out of the truck
and needless to say his vehicle was dis-
playing a disability parking placard. The
driver exited the monster truck and

walked perfectly into the store. 
Most likely what is going to be done to

curb this abuse is to have the person’s pho-
tograph placed on the disability parking
placard (similar to a badge), so only the
person who is directly needing the handi-
capped parking space can use it. This pic-
ture placard will cut down on the abuse of
illegally using the handicap parking spaces.

Gary Braden
contractor

Reference: “Handicap parking
abuse hurts” (letter to editor, Jan.
15)… You know what makes me

mad as hell, are those people that think
they can play doctor and diagnose just by
looking at someone. We should send all
our doctors to the same school of medi-
cine these people went to. It would save
us lots and lots of money. First if these
people are so concerned over misuse of

handicapped parking, they need to read
the regulations concerning handicapped
parking — which by the way does not
state handicapped parking privileges are
reserved for those who have a limp, walk
with a cane or walker, or are in a wheel-
chair. Hell anyone can buy a cane, or rent
a walker or wheelchair for that matter.

See Handicaps on page 3

Thoughts and prayers appreciated

Unlicensed docs don’t know handicaps

Parking abuse needs curbing

Resident concerned about movers
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